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l. History, Author, and How And
Why | Learned The Secret Of

Squaring Up.

The Secret of Squaring Up, and the Home Study
Video Brick/Block Laying Course was created and
copyrighted in 1998. The Secret of Squaring Up was
established in order to save time and be perfect when
squaring up any square or rectangular project. The
Home Study Video Bricklaying Course was created
to provide hands on training and employable skills in
the masonry trade; as a brick/blocklayer, while in the
comfort of your own basement or garage.

This Home Study Video Course is the realization
of Charles L. Cummins dream of sharing his 36 years
of experience as a bricklayer, contractor, and a school

founder.



Charles was born in Sherman, Texas and has
dedicated his working career to the masonry trade.
Few people could ever love the masonry trade as
much as Charles. He wants to share his knowledge
and pass on his learned skills to anyone who wants to
learn to love it too.

Thank you very much for your order. What you
are about to learn, in our opinion, simply can not be
beat when it comes to squaring anything, for both
speed and accuracy. If you ever find or know a better,
faster way that is also perfect, please let us know and
we will gladly send your money back and change to
your method.

I have got to tell you the story on how I learned
to do it the way that I am going to teach to you. I
hope you find it both educational and amusing.

I do have a High School diploma, even though I
was a sophomor.e twice, then a senior. The teachers

liked me and knew I wasn’t college bound, so they let



me graduate. I was one of those guys who should
have started laying brick when I was 15 instead of 18.
I started laying brick in 1963. Ninety-five percent of
my entire bricklaying/contracting career has been
commercial projects, schools, warehouses, shopping
centers, power plants, airports, and military bases.
95% of all the jobs I have done, others, meaning
engineers, surveyors and so forth, established all
corners. It was the other 5% that made me force
myself to find a better way.

Here’s what happened. In 1973, I was working in
Fairbanks, Alaska for a masonry contractor who had
to find his own corners. It would take 3 or 4 of us
" between 3 or 4 hours using 3.4.5 or 15.20.25, to find
the corners. Afterwards, when we found the corners,
we would be 6” to 2°- 0” or more off on our
Diagonals, and I don’t believe anyone could have
tried to be more accurate than us. Then we would

start splitting the difference & moving this line, and



that line. On this particular project it was basically
about 240’- 0” x 60°- 0” with all kinds of
porch/entrance way jogs in it. It took us close to 3
hours to finally get our corners square, only to find
out that the crew who put the footer in was way off
on being square. In fact, the block was totally off the
footer!

The general contractor/owner, who had also done
the footer said, ”Oh, screw it, put the block on the
footer and I’ll have my carpenters fix it.” Sound
familiar? To this day I still wonder how much that
FANCY condominium in Fairbanks, Alaska is really
out of square. I’ll never know, because I don’t intend
to go back there and try to figure it out. Anyway, I
am sure the carpenters blamed us and the buck
passing started, but that’s not the point. The point is,
look at how much all trades had to suffer in lost time

because the building was not square. They did not



know what I am about to teach you. The Secret Of
Squaring Up.

Now, I'am going to clear the air in case that
anybody ever thinks that bricklayers and all
construction workers are dummies.

After Fairbanks, I went to Mexico for 5 months
on vacation. I met lots of great people from all walks
of life who were also in Mexico for the winter. One
of which was an Electrical Engineer for Lawrence
Radiation, out of Berkeley, California. Translated,
that meant this guy actually detonated atomic bombs
outside of Las Vegas, Nevada!

I told him about the Fairbanks condominium. He
laughed and said,” All you have to do is find your
Hypotenuse.” I said, “what?” (Basic Math was all I
had passed in High School) The Bomb Man, as we
called him, said, “Well, construction people probably
call it the Diagonal of a square or rectangular shaped
object.” I had heard of Diagonals before.



I asked him, “Well, how do you figure it out?”
He said it was easy, “You simply square the sides,
add the numbers and find the square root.” I
remembered hearing square roots, although it had
been 10 or 11 years since High School, which really
didn’t make any difference because I am sure I
flunked square roots anyway.

I'told him, “I can multiply the sides and add
them up, would you show me how to find the square
root of that big number?” He said sure. Well, he
couldn’t remember, and his wife still talks about all
the hours he spent trying to figure it out while in
Mexico. He couldn’t, he had forgotten how!

When I got back to the U.S., I ran into my
brother-in-law. Briefly, my brother-in-law and
several other people actually got the credit for
inventing fiber optics. I told him my problem and he
said, “No problem! I’ll show you how.” To make a

long story short, he couldn’t remember either!



